APPENDIX B
changing. Population may increase and decrease, raw
materials and fixed capital goods get used up, whilst
new materials and ways of doing things are constantly
being invented and discovered. At any moment of
time, however, the amount of wealth that can be
produced is necessarily determined by the conditions
of the universe.
With regard to the judgments of mankind as to the
amount of work desirable, these may change in various
important ways. Firstly, it may be deemed desirable
for people to work either less or more, for some to
work harder than others, or for all to work equally
hard. This is a matter of policy, and may be settled by
the Government autocratically, oligarchically, demo-
cratically or as you will. Secondly, judgments have to
be made about the sorts of work to be done. These, in
Soviet Economy, must be made by the state, and other
collective organs, and the essence of the system lies in
their supreme control of such decisions. Judgments,
above all, have to be made as to whether people are to
save more and consume less, or consume more and
save less. Translated into real terms, this decision
turns upon whether labour and raw materials are to be
devoted either to the production of things like mines,
machinery and factories, or whether they ate to be
utilised for making goods to be consumed in a
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